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Ameresco Quantum Partners with North Mason School District 
in Belfair, WA to Reduce Water Usage by over 50 Percent 

 
Energy savings performance contract allows school to enjoy savings 

immediately; grants and financing facilitated by Ameresco 
 
FRAMINGHAM, MA and BELFAIR, WA – July 13, 2011 – Ameresco, Inc. 
(NYSE:AMRC), a leading energy efficiency and renewable energy company, 
announced today that its business unit in the Pacific Northwest, Ameresco 
Quantum, has decreased Belfair Elementary School’s water usage by 57.9% as 
shown in recent reporting.   
 
As part of an Energy Savings Performance Contract (ESPC), Ameresco worked 
with the North Mason School District to install energy efficient fixtures including 
toilets, urinals and faucet aerators in every lavatory in the school.  In a sample 
month and despite the fact during the beginning of the month where many of the 
old fixtures were still in place, water use for the month was less than half that of 
the same month last year.  
 
“As originally identified using Ameresco’s Total System Evaluation audit process, 
our savings are right on-target,” said Ed Lucas, Executive Director of Operations 
for the North Mason School District. “By reducing our water consumption, we will 
also cut our sewer expenses dramatically.  To achieve such significant savings 
without the burden of a large capital investment is remarkable. We’re delighted to 
partner with Ameresco to bring energy and operational efficiency savings to 
Belfair Elementary and the District as a whole.” 
 
Moreover, Lucas added, “Since the school is due to hook-up to the sewer system 
and the fees will be based on the new lower water usage, the utility estimates 
that the water savings measures will provide an additional $18,000 in reduced 
hook-up fees. The reduced fees are definitely a nice unexpected bonus.” 
 
The Belfair Elementary upgrades are only one part of the ESPC with Ameresco, 
which also included replacement of two aging boilers, a District-wide building 
controls retrofit, replacement of outdoor lighting systems, and other measures. 
Ameresco assisted the District in offsetting over 55% of the total project cost of 
$1,444,000 with nearly $795,000 in state grants and utility incentives. The 
balance of the project costs come from District funds and a loan through the 
Washington State Treasurer’s LOCAL program. 
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“These results highlight what’s best about Ameresco’s ESPC offerings,” said 
Michael J. O’Connor, Vice President, Northwest Region, Ameresco. “By 
minimizing the upfront costs associated with new and updated energy 
infrastructure, Ameresco enables customers to enjoy virtually immediate cost 
savings, not to mention the benefits associated with the improved school facilities 
and reduced environmental impacts.” 

 
The North Mason School District ESPC is one of 59 energy efficiency contracts 
Ameresco entered into recently with Washington and Oregon school districts, 
including Portland Public Schools. The latest phase of Ameresco Quantum’s 
work at Portland Public Schools is expected to include efficiency measures at six 
other schools and the Blanchard Education Service Center. With the increased 
demand for energy efficiency solutions in the Pacific Northwest, Ameresco has 
expanded its local presence to support its existing contracts and new business in 
the area. 
 
Ameresco Quantum developed a proprietary process, Total System Evaluation, 
which delivers real and measurable results to put its clients in control of their 
energy management projects. Before identifying energy conservation measures, 
Ameresco Quantum employs an exhaustive approach to metering and real time 
evaluation of a customer’s energy consuming systems. This allows Ameresco 
experts to identify more opportunities, capture more grant dollars and save more 
energy costs for its customers. With Total System Evaluation, customers like the 
North Mason School District can see exactly how measures will benefit their 
facilities. 
 
About Ameresco, Inc.  
Ameresco, Inc. was incorporated in Delaware in April 2000 and is a leading 
independent provider of comprehensive energy efficiency and renewable energy 
solutions for facilities throughout North America. Ameresco’s solutions include 
upgrades to a facility’s energy infrastructure, and the development, construction, 
and operation of renewable energy plants. With corporate headquarters located 
in Framingham, MA, Ameresco has 56 offices in 29 states and five Canadian 
provinces. For more information, visit www.ameresco.com. 
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